“THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH’’ 


“I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” 
(John 10:27-28) 


O UR LORD knew His poor sheep would be always doubting they 
should never reach heaven, therefore says He, “J give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish.” 


Here are in our text three blessed declarations, or promises: 
First. J know them. 


Second. They shall never perish; though they often think they shall 
perish by the hand of their lusts and corruptions; they think they shall 
perish by the deceitfulness of their hearts; but Christ says, “they shall 
never perish.” | have brought them out of the world to myself, and do 
you think I will let them go to hell after that? “J give to them eternal 
life;” pray mind that [notice that]; not I will, but I do. Some talk of 
being justified at the day of judgment, that is nonsense; if we are not 
justified here, we shall not be justified there. He gives them eternal life, 
that is, the earnest, the pledge, and assurance of it; the indwelling of 
the Spirit of God here, is the earnest of glory hereafter. 


Third. Neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. He holds them in 
His hand, that is, He holds them by His power, none shall pluck them 
thence; there is always something plucking at Christ’s sheep; the devil, 
the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the pride of life, all try to 
pluck them out of Christ’s hand. O my brethren, they need not pluck 
us, for we help all three to pluck ourselves out of the hand of Jesus; but 
“none shall pluck them out of my hand,” says Christ. “I give to them 
eternal life. I am going to heaven to prepare a place for them, and there 
they shall be.” O my brethren, if it were not for keeping you too long, 
and too much exhausting my own spirits, I could call upon you to leap 
for joy; there is not a more blessed text to support the final 
perseverance of the saints; and I am astonished any poor soul, and 
good people I hope too, can fight against the doctrine of the 
perseverance of the saints: What, if a person say they should persevere 
in wickedness? Ah! that is an abuse of the doctrine; what, because 
some people spoil good food, are we never to eat it? But, my brethren, 
upon this text I can leave [all] my cares, all my friends, and all Christ’s 
sheep, to the protection of Christ Jesus’ never failing love [AMEN!]. 
— GW 
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“O give thanks unto the LORD; for He is good; for 
His mercy endureth for ever. And say ye, Save us, O 
God of our salvation, and gather us together, and 
deliver us from the heathen, that we may give 
thanks to Thy holy name, and glory in Thy praise.” 


(1 Chronicles 16:34-35) 
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Many a person comes to me and says, “I want your advice, sir; as my minister, 
perhaps you could tell me what I ought to do.” Sometimes it is about their 
getting married. Why, they have made up their minds before they ask me, they 
know that; and then they come to ask my advice. “Do you think that such and 
such a thing would be prudent, sir? Do you think I should change my position 
in life?” and so on. Now, first of all, I like to know, “Have you made your mind 
up?” In most cases they have—and I fear you serve God the same. We make up 
our mind what we are going to do, and often we go down on our knees, and 
say, “Lord, show me what I ought to do,” and then we follow out our intention 
and say, “I asked God’s direction.” My dear friend, you did ask it, but you did 
not follow it, you followed your own. You like God’s direction so long as it 
points you the way you wish to go, but if God’s direction lead the contrary to 
what you considered your own interest, it might have been a very long while 
before you had carried it out. But if we in truth and verity do confide in God to 
guide us, we shall not go far wrong, I know. — CHS 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Shawna Hicks, September 4th, Ray McMahon, September 5th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 


“SAVE US, O GOD OF OUR SALVATION” 


“O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is good: 
for His mercy endureth for ever” (Psalm 107:1) 


P SALM 107, which David delivered as the express experience of his soul, 
shows that no presumptuous confidence in God is the fruit of His 
teaching, as the more we hear of Him the more we shall feel our need of Him, 
and the more we shall experience His salvation. In the 107th Psalm we read of 
those that go down to the sea in ships and do business in great waters, and of 
some of the exercises of heaven-born souls. If Christ is not their Chart, their 
Pilot, their Guide, what can they do? “They mount up to the heaven, they go 
down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to 
and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits’ end. Then they 
cry unto the LORD in their trouble” (Psalm 107:26). And what is the substance 
of their cry? “Save us, O God of our salvation” (1 Chronicles 16:35). Now, 
whatever part of our journey we are in, whether on sea or land, (for there is 
really no difference to the eye of faith—we are no safer on the land than on the 
sea, whether going out or coming in, rising up or lying down, it is God only 
who keeps us [1 Peter 1:5]. How many are suddenly injured or crushed! Why 
not me? Why not you? O to feel this, and with grateful hearts to say, “Save us, 
O God of our salvation,” whether as pertaining to the movements of His 
providence, or of His grace in our souls! 

“Save us from the rocks and shelves; Save us chiefly from ourselves.” 
“Save us, O God of our salvation.”’ It is an important, vital matter to know 
whether this is the cry of our souls bringing us into the presence of God from a 
solemn consciousness of our state in His sight. If it be not so with us, our state is 
an awful one indeed; our trust is in something short of God. God is above all. 
But if we are brought truly to say so (as the redeemed of the Lord say so), it is 
because He declares, “7hy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power” 
(Psalm 110:3); Willing to what? That He should be king of our souls, to save us 
from all that would reject His word, His power, His authority. These are God’s 
own tests; and if God graciously make His word effectual to “the fir tree” 
coming up, “the thorn” must go down; for He says, “Instead of the thorn shall 
come up the fir tree; instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle tree” (Isaiah 
55:13). The thorn and the briar are descriptive of fallen nature, of its 
distinguishing features. The fir tree and the myrtle are descriptive of those things 
which the Lord causes to be brought forth as the fruits of His salvation, which 
His salvation produces. “As the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to 
spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring 

forth before all the nations” (Isaiah 61:11, [John 3:21]). — TF 


